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Diary Dates – December 2015
Wednesday 9 December, 7.30pm ......... Big Christmas Sing (Christian Aid), St George’s

Saturday 12 December, 11am-12md .....................DCN Carol Singing, Loreburn Centre

Sunday 20 December, 11am .......................................Christmas Family Service, Church

Wednesday 23 December, 6.45pm ....................Parish Carol Singing, meet at the Centre

Thursday 24 December, 6.45pm .......................Parish Carol Singing, meet at the Centre

Thursday 24 December, 11.30pm ........................................ Watchnight Service, Church

Friday 25 December, 11am .............................................Christmas Day Service, Church

Tuesday 11 January, 7.30pm ......................................................... Guild Meeting, Centre

Saturday 6 February, 7.30am .....................................................Prayer Breakfast, Centre

Monday 1 February, 7.30pm ......................................................... Guild Meeting, Centre

Sunday 7 February, 11am ............................................................ Family Service, Church

Saturday 5 March, 7.30am .........................................................Prayer Breakfast, Centre

Tuesday 8 March, 7.30am ................................................... Guild Fund Raising Evening

Friday 4 March, ................................................................................World Day of Prayer
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I write this letter as Wembley 
Stadium is ablaze with the Red, 
White & Blue of France. The French 
National anthem was sung by 
everyone in the stadium, followed 
by an eerie silence as everyone 
remembers the atrocities of the 
recent terrorist attacks in France.

It’s hard to know what to say during 
times like this, it’s hard to know how 
to pray in times like this. But pray 
we must.

•	 We can pray for those families 
whose lives have been shattered 
by these terrorist attacks.

•	 We can pray that hate does not 
fill our hearts. What makes our 
Gospel unique is that Jesus asks 
us to pray for our enemies. Pray 
that those who are involved in 
such misguided acts will see how 
wrong they are.

•	 We can pray for all Muslims. 
Remember most Muslims are not 
terrorists. Muslims need Jesus as 
much as anyone. I want to see 
Muslims turn to Jesus. This is 
what we pray for. 

I found this prayer to be 
helpful………

Compassionate God and Father of 
all,
We are horrified at violence in so 
many parts of the world.
It seems that none are safe, and 
some are terrified.
Hold back the hands that kill and 
maim;
Turn around the hearts that hate.
Grant instead your strong Spirit of 
Peace-
Peace that passes our 
understanding but changes lives, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
Amen (Prayers of Peace, CoE 
Website)

Yours in Christ
John

MINISTERS LETTER



2

SESSION 
CLERK

I’ve been thinking about traditions 
recently.  As I write this, we’ve just 
had Remembrance Sunday and 
observed the two minutes’ silence 
at 11 o’clock on 11th November - 
Armistice Day.  Like most people 
I think, I found them to be full of 
poignancy and sadness but also 
hope and thankfulness.  Again 
like so many others, I remember 
my grandfather’s service - on the 
Somme in his case – a man whom 
I never knew but whose medals I 
now have in the sitting room and 
whose badge I cherished as a 
child.  The poem goes something 
like this: ‘for your tomorrows I 
gave my today ….’.  Very few, 
and especially not soldiers, would 
choose war but rather than forget 
completely, we have a tradition of 
remembering – and this is a good 
thing: to stop and think, before 
moving on with life again.
By the time you read this, 
Christmas will be approaching fast 
and the pace of preparations will be 
quickening (although for some like 
me, Christmas Eve is soon enough 
to start!).  Tradition abounds at 
this time of year, from cultural 
traditions of Santa Claus and 
Christmas Trees to our own family 
traditions such as where we put 
and then open our family presents.  
I’m sure there are people, perhaps 
quite a lot of people, who hardly 
associate Christmas with the 
church at all, since the consumer-
driven festivities and, dare I say it 
– indulgence – may all but obscure 
Christ.  It can be a real relief, then, 
to go into a church to hear again 

the message of God’s love, and 
to experience peace through the 
relative simplicity of the service 
shared there. 
Traditions have to start somewhere 
of course, and for some that’s 
easier than for others.  I tend to 
make a tradition out of anything 
I’ve done twice, so am a hopeless 
case!  At Troqueer we’re about 
to start a new year with Holy 
Communion once a month – 
morning and evening alternating.  
There are traditions about how 
often we have Communion and 
every fine detail of how it’s done 
– more formally in the morning, 
and with more simplicity in the 
evening.  Everything we do as 
individuals, and often as groups of 
individuals, can so easily become 
a habit, so that often we just do 
things without thinking of what 
we’re doing.  I just need to think 
of getting up in the morning and 
how everything goes so smoothly 
because I’ve done it in exactly the 
same way for so long that it’s now 
a refined, if thoughtless, process 
that gets the job done with the 
minimum of time and fuss.
Traditions can be helpful or 
unhelpful, or perhaps more 
realistically they will fit into a 
spectrum from one extreme to the 
other.  In some cases, one person’s 
‘good’ tradition may be some-one 
else’s ‘bad’ one – because we’re 
all different and respond to what’s 
behind the tradition (or habit) 
differently.  Of course, church is full 
of traditions and it’s ‘aye bin’.  The 
Bible tells us that God sometimes 
wishes us to remember things 
through some form of tradition: 
“You must remember this day 
forever.  Each of you will celebrate 
it as a special festival to the Lord” 
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(Exodus 12:14) and “These days 
would be remembered and kept 
from generation to generation 
and celebrated by every family 
…” (Esther 9:28).  Then there 
are warnings against forming our 
own traditions and letting them 
get in the way – when they might 
obscure the meaning of something 
important.  Even worse, we might 
be tempted to adopt traditions 
that work directly against God’s 
message: “When you arrive in 
the land that the Lord your God 
is giving you, be very careful not 
to imitate the detestable customs 

of the nations living there” 
(Deuteronomy 18:9).
So I wonder what the test of a 
‘good’ tradition might be?  Doing 
something with a good purpose 
and which is meaningful, with 
appropriate solemnity and 
reverence – yes; with decorum 
and common sense - probably; 
remembering what the tradition 
means – of course and then, most 
of all, doing what Jesus has asked 
us to do – certainly.
Michael W

January 10 Morning Service
February 7 Evening Service
March 6 Morning Service
March 27 Morning Service (Easter Day)
April 3 Evening Service
May 1 Morning Service
June 5 Evening Service
July 3 Morning Service
August 7 Evening Service
September 4 Morning Service
October 2 Evening Service
November 6 Morning Service
December 4 Evening Service

NEW COMMUNION DATES
At the Kirk Session meeting in November, it was decided to increase the 
number of times we will be offering communion. We have decided to have a 
communion service every month. These services will alternate between the 
morning and evening service. They will take place on the first Sunday of the 
month (with the exception of January, which will take place on the second 
Sunday.) We have also decided to celebrate communion on Easter Day. 
The following table gives our communion dates for 2016. 
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CHRISTIAN AID REFUGEE APPEAL
Our harvest offering for the Refugee Crisis appeal raised £658.07. Thank you. 

Nationally the appeal has topped £1 million.

Nick Guttmann, Head of Christian Aid’s Humanitarian Division, said: “We owe 
a huge thank you to those who have responded so generously to help refugees 
across Europe and the Middle East.  

“Sadly, the numbers seeking refuge continue to grow and harsher weather 
conditions as winter sets in will exacerbate the suffering of those trying to find 
safety.

“Thanks to the kindness of the UK public our partners in Europe and the Middle 
East will continue to provide essential supplies such as food, blankets and warm 
clothes to those facing fear and uncertainty.”

Christian 
Aid 70th 

Anniversary
This year we have been 
commemorating 70 years of Christian 
Aid’s work nationally. Founded in 
the aftermath of World War II the 
situations now and then are sadly 
similar: cities and towns lying in ruins, 
refugees forced to leave their homes 
to try to rebuild their lives. Then the 
churches came together to respond to 
the needs in mainland Europe. In May 
1945 Christians were asked to donate 
what they could to help alleviate the 
suffering. In today’s terms more than 
£3m was raised on one Sunday.

In the current refugee crisis Christian 
Aid is working through its partners to 
provide practical support in Greece, 
Hungary and Serbia.

Christian Aid realised quickly that 

it had to move beyond Europe to 
provide both long term solutions and 
emergency help and is working in 
Africa, Asia, South America and the 
Middle East. It is also supporting 
those affected by war and violence in 
numerous countries, including Syria, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, South Sudan, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Colombia.

In addition to relieving needs Christian 
Aid has joined with others to ask why 
these conditions persist. This has led 
to involvement in movements such as 
trade justice, Make Poverty History 
and Enough Food for Everyone 
IF. More recently campaigns have 
highlighted the injustice of corporate 
tax evasion and the problems the 
developing world will face as a result 
of climate change.

The ethos is always to work with 
people who are embedded in their 
communities and can see what the real 
needs are and how they might best be 
met. Aid is given to people of all faiths 
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and none and through organisations 
which share Christian Aid’s aims if not 
always the Christian faith.

Christian Aid has been part of church 
life in Dumfries for many years. 10 
years ago we celebrated 40 years in 
Dumfries but have since found details 
of established events even earlier so 
celebrated 60 years in Dumfries this 
year.    

Christian Aid Week started nationally 
in 1957, we are unsure of when 
house to house collections started 
in Dumfries but have records that in 
1975 £450 was collected. Christian 
Aid week remains an important feature 
in our fundraising. This year £16,126 
was collected by many individuals 
from churches across Dumfries giving 
out and collecting the red envelopes.  

Over the years there have been many 
events: Indian Suppers, sponsored 
walks for toddlers, the Bazaar which 
became the Coffee Morning and 
moved from April to September. We’ve 
enjoyed music at concerts with the 
Town Band and Dumfries Male Voice 
Choir and done our own carol singing 
in Homebase. We campaigned in 
the early days of the Fairtrade mark, 
collecting receipts from the local 
supermarkets, and more recently 
have been raising awareness at the 
Environment Fair. 

Individual churches have chosen 
to support Christian Aid e.g.  teas in 
Dursideer Church, garden safaris 
in New Abbey and collections for 
appeals. We understand the Friday 
Soup Lunches in Lent started as a 
St John’s event in the 1970’s and 
became the annual, ecumenical event 
they are today.  We are grateful to St 

John’s for hosting this year by year. 
This year over £4,800 was raised. 

One of the features of Christian Aid 
in Dumfries is the opportunity it has 
given for different churches to work 
together, forming friendships across 
denominational boundaries.  People 
often comment on the friendliness of 
the atmosphere at events. 

People in Dumfries have been 
generous in their support of Christian 
Aid. Just in the last 10 years over 
£255,500 has been raised. 

As part of the coffee morning there 
has been a children’s art competition 
for many years. Often we find that the 
youngsters have a really good grasp 
of Christian Aid’s work. This year we 
asked for posters to illustrate 70 years 
on Dumfries and here is a photo of 
one of the winning posters by Lewis 
Cunningham from Closeburn School. 

Rowan Williams, chair of Christian Aid 
recently summed things up “The hope 
is that our work gets less necessary, 
that there is less poverty. Realistically 
that isn’t going to happen anytime 
soon. So we need to be there ready” 
So thank you and please continue to 
support Christian Aid.
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Give a precious gift 
this Christmas 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

As Christmas approaches, we often find ourselves lost in the aisles of shops along with hundreds of other frantic shoppers 
who have lost sight of the real meaning of Christmas – even the true reason for giving someone a gift. 

	  
In Nigeria, many communities have been receiving gifts but haven’t necessarily understood what the gift is, or why they 
need it – does this sound familiar? The gift they have received is a long-lasting insecticide-treated net, which when hung 
correctly, should protect people from mosquito bites, and potentially deadly malaria. 

	  
Malaria is a leading cause of death in Nigeria, with approximately 250,000 children dying every year. It is particularly 
dangerous for pregnant women to get malaria. What is shocking about this situation is that it is preventable but many 
people don’t know how to protect themselves. 

	  
Christian Aid partners in Nigeria are working hard to teach communities how to protect themselves from malaria. Nurse 
Dorothy has received training in malaria prevention and management so that she can deal effectively with malaria cases 
and share her knowledge with her patients. On the day that, we spoke to her she had just helped to deliver Onuchukwu 
Okoye’s baby boy, Israel. Onuchukwu had attended antenatal sessions with Dorothy so she knew how to avoid getting 
malaria. 

	  
Dorothy’s expert care enabled Onuchukwu to protect herself and her baby during pregnancy. Without this help, this story 
could have had a very different ending. 

	  
This Christmas, we are joining with Christian Aid by praying for the work in Nigeria and raising money to support people like 
Dorothy. 

	  
Please stop and remember that, this Christmas, your gifts have the potential to achieve so much. It costs just £3 to buy 
a long-lasting insecticide-treated net, and £33 to train a primary health worker like Dorothy in malaria prevention and 
treatment. 

	  

Will you join us in giving a precious life-saving gift this Christmas? 

You can make a donation by visiting christianaid.org.uk /christmas or get in touch by calling 0207 523 2269. 

To find out more, attend the Big Christmas Sing with Dumfries Male Voice choir on Wednesday 9th December 

7:30pm, St George’s Church Dumfries. 	  
	  
	  

Twice	  the	  impact!	  This	  Christmas,	  the	  UK	  
Government	  will	  again	  match	  every	  pound	  
raised*	  –	  meaning	  we	  can	  transform	  the	  lives	  of	  
even	  more	  people	  living	  in	  poverty.	  

	  
*Up	  to	  £5	  million	  on	  donations	  received	  between	  6	  November	  2015	  and	  5	  February	  2016.	  

	  
UK	  registered	  charity	  no.	  1105851	  Company	  no.	  5171525	  Scot	  charity	  no.	  SC039150	  
Christian	  Aid	  Ireland:	  NI	  charity	  no.	  NIC101631	  Company	  no.	  NI059154	  and	  ROI	  charity	  no.	  
20014162	  Company	  no.	  426928.	  The	  Christian	  Aid	  name	  and	  logo	  are	  trademarks	  
of	  Christian	  Aid.	  Christian	  Aid	  is	  a	  key	  member	  of	  ACT	  Alliance.	  
©	  Christian	  Aid	  September	  2015.	  J4579.	  Photo:	  Christian	  Aid/Sarah	  Malian.	  
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Week 1
We light this candle

to recall prophetic voices
which announced the Prince of Peace,
which foretold the age of gold, 
which called for justice
and announced the song of happiness.
May the light overcome the darkness.

Week 2
We light this candle

to recall the shepherds on the hills
and all throughout the ages
who in their place of work
have been ready to hear good news
and delighted to pass it on to others.
May the light overcome the darkness.

Week 3
We light this candle

to recall Simeon and Anna
and all those who are the quiet in the land
who have awaited every generation
for the glory of the Lord to be revealed
and have patiently accepted your will and timing.
May the light overcome the darkness.

Week 4
We light this candle

to recall Mary and Joseph
who saw their visions and dreamed their dreams,
who heard angelic announcements
and were obedient to your word and their calling,
giving a home and care to the child.
May the light overcome the darkness.

Christmas Day
We light this candle

for the baby of Bethlehem,
for the child born to be king,
for the boy in the cradle
who became the man on the cross,
the Redeemer and Saviour of the world.
The darkness is overcome; the light is around us.

Rev John Johansen-Berg
From: Shine on, Star of Bethlehem  
(Canterbury Press, 2004)

This liturgy for lighting the candles on an Advent 
wreath reminds us to pray for light to overcome 
the darkness in our world.

Advent Candle 
Lighting Liturgy

UK registered charity no. 1105851 Company no. 5171525 Scot charity no. SC039150 Christian Aid Ireland: 
NI charity no. NIC101631 Company no. NI059154 and ROI charity no. 20014162 Company no. 426928. 
Christian Aid is a key member of ACT Alliance. © Christian Aid September 2015  15-J4581

Twice the impact! This Christmas, the UK 
Government will again match every pound 
raised* – meaning we can transform the 
lives of even more people living in poverty.
*Up to £5 million on donations received between 
6 November 2015 and 5 February 2016.
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MANSE FABRIC FUND
A huge thank you to everyone who donated and helped raise 
funds towards Manse fabric fund, the sum of £10,227 was 
raised between giving, fundraising and Gift Aid. 

CHARITY SHOP
The Charity shop in October raised a huge £2573.62 towards 
the Manse Fabric Fund. Thank you to all those who donated 
goods for sale, helped collect and set up goods for sale and all 
those who manned the shop.

The Guild has had an enjoyable 
start to the year.  

We now look forward to 
our Christmas dinner at the 
Woodlands Hotel on Tuesday 
1st December 2015.

The first meeting of the New 
Year will be a talk on Food 
Banks by Mark Frankland of 
First Base Agency on Monday 
11th January at 2pm. 

On Monday 1st February at 
2pm Cat Walker from Third 
Base in Dumfries will tell us 
about Time Banking.     

Our fund raising evening on 
Tuesday 8th of March is an 
evening of music by Dumfries 
Charity Choir and will be held 
in the Church followed by 
refreshments in the Centre.  
Tickets will be on sale nearer 
the time.  

Our concluding meeting on 
5th April is the AGM followed 
by Holy Communion with the 
Rev. John Notman.

Finally may God’s Peace be 
with you this Christmas time. 

Margaret M
Convener

TROQUEER CHURCH GUILD
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
This time of year is particularly busy for me at work. It starts with the 25th November 
which is the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. This 
is the start of 16 days of action for the elimination of violence against women. All 
of this might not immediately seem relevant to everyone, but as 1 in 5 Scottish 
Women will experience domestic abuse, it is an issue that can impact all of us 
either directly or indirectly. 

Domestic abuse can happen to anyone. It happens in all social groups and the 
ripple effects go far beyond the individual. Many women are murdered as a result 
of it, as are children. It does affect men too but far fewer of them.

Violence against women, includes rape; sexual assault; female genital mutilation; 
trafficking; prostitution; pornography; forced marriage; dowry related abuse; 
childhood sexual abuse; along with domestic abuse. The true number of women 
affected is difficult to measure, but the United Nations has suggested that it is 
between 1 in 2 and 1 in 10 women. One of the reasons it is so hard to measure 
is that many women don’t report due to the stigma of their abuse, as well as the 
possible consequences for them of reporting.

A discussion paper by the World Bank and recorded by the United Nations suggested 
the following: “Women aged 15-44 are more at risk from rape and domestic violence 
than from cancer, car accidents, war and malaria” This may seem incredible, but 
one thing is clear - violence against women blights the lives of far too many women 
and girls here in Dumfries, as well as across the world.

This is not an attempt to get at men. Most men choose not to abuse women, and 
as a result there are organisations and movements that involve such non-abusive 
men. One of these is White Ribbon Scotland which is part of an international 
movement. Men from across the world sign a pledge to “never commit, condone or 
remain silent about violence against women.” 

Religion has been and is used as a reason to oppress and at times to abuse women. 
The bible tells us in Galatians 3:28 “There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, 
male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  (New Living Translation). 
We are encouraged to make a stand for justice as we look out for the oppressed 
(Proverbs 21:15 and 28:5; Amos 5:24; Isaiah 30:18 and 61:8; and Micah 6:8).

White Ribbon Scotland gives us an opportunity to do this. In Dumfries and 
Galloway we are going to work towards becoming a White Ribbon Area. Part of this 
commitment involves work with sports organisations (you may have seen Queen of 
the South posters, cards, etc.); work with faith organisations (including Churches); 
and encouraging people to sign the pledge. If you want to sign the pledge, I will 
bring along cards for you to do this, along with White Ribbon Badges to allow you 
to signify your support. We are always looking for new ideas and suggestions on 
how best to promote our work against violence against women you can contact us 
at domesticabuse@dumgal.gov.uk or find out more information at www.dumgal.
gov.uk/davawp or www.whiteribbonscotland.org.uk
I am always happy to chat to anyone who is interested and I can be contacted 
in Church 
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Christmas Events
Carol Singing – Sunday 13 December, 2pm (Goldielea Nursing Home)
This will be a short carol service - a great opportunity to bless others while singing 
some of your favourite carols.

Christmas Family Service – Sunday 20 December, 11am (Church)
An all-age service to celebrate Christmas.

Carol Singing – Wednesday 23 & Thursday 24 December, 6.45pm
(leave Centre at 7pm)
A special plea for people to make time to come and carol sing on one or both of 
the above evenings. The more people there are the easier it is for everyone. If you 
are not a singer – then please come and help collect. The local people are greatly 
blessed to hear carols sung each year and it is also an opportunity for us to collect 
for charity. Our charities this year are Cancer Research Scotland & Queensberry 
Learning Centre.

We will congregate in the Church Centre on both nights at 6.45pm to organise ourselves 
and commit our time to the Lord before leaving at 7pm. If you plan to join late, then 
please speak to Sheila Notman – 251104 to find out where we will be going.

Dress in warm clothes. Refreshments will be served in the Centre to revive and warm 
you at the end!

Watchnight Service – Thursday 24 December, 11.30pm (Church)
Bring along friends, family or neighbours to this time of worship, an opportunity to 
thank God for sending His Son to be our Saviour.

Christmas Day Service – Friday 25 December, 11am (Church)
If you are not good late at night and missed the blessings of the watchnight service 
then come and join our Christmas Day Celebration.

CHARITIES BEING SUPPORTED THIS CHRISTMAS
Cancer Research Scotland
Cancer Research UK (of which Cancer Reasearch Scotland 
is a part) works to transform pioneering research into 
treatments for cancer patients. 

Further information at www.cancerresearchuk.org

Queensberry Learning Centre
The Queensberry Learning Centre, based at Georgetown School, provides education 
for primary and secondary age children and young people from across the authority 
with severe and complex learning needs.
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“THOMASMAS”
A few years ago I read a short story called “The Eve of Saint Thomas” by 
George Mackay Brown. Just recently I came on a copy of the book. It’s 
a lovely tale which tells of a writer from Scotland who goes to Orkney 
in search of inspiration. There, he sees some of nature’s wonders, 
such as an aurora borealis, and it’s experiences such as these which 
bring forth new creativity in him.
The story takes its title from “Thomasmas”, the feast day of Saint 
Thomas, which was traditionally held on 21st December. It’s generally 
the shortest day of the year, though in the story this is turned around 
and described as the longest night of the year. The reasons suggested 
for this day being chosen as “Thomasmas” are interesting. He’s 
believed to be the apostle who travelled farthest east, to the source 
of light. My favourite suggestion is that Thomas was the apostle who 
held out longest against complete belief and by so doing he endured 
the longest darkness. It’s a fitting day to commemorate him on.
In the course of writing this article I did some background reading. 
I found it interesting to learn that some churches hold longest night 
of the year services on 21st December. They’re sometimes called 
“Blue Christmas” services and are for people who have suffered loss 
and are going through dark times. So in the lead up to Christmas as 
we prepare to welcome the “Light of the World”, when we come to 
the longest night I’ll be sparing a thought for Thomas who endured 
lengthy darkness then journeyed so far to extend the light.
Ian C

STOREHOUSE PROJECT
All going well, and a thank you from me to all the people who assist 
every week taking the messages over to the Storehouse. We recently 
received a big THANK YOU from the APEX Group based now in 
Dumfries, which is always an encouragement for your continued 
support in this project.
God Bless.
Janet & Anna
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INFORMATION REQUEST
Beverly T is compiling a book on the Norwegians in Dumfries 
during the Second World War. She’s interested in any stories that 
people may have about the Norwegian servicemen who were 
based in the town during this time. If anyone has any memories 
could you please contact her 

Beverley T, or speak to Ian C.

Christmas prayer
Let the love that shaped earth and heaven

Dwell within us this Christmas.
Let the love that created humanity

Dwell within us this Christmas.
Let the love that overcomes suffering and hatred

Dwell within us this Christmas.
Let the love that causes us to rejoice with

loved ones
Dwell within us this Christmas.

Let the love that forgives and renews
Dwell within us this Christmas.

Let the love that brings reconciliation after separation
Dwell within us this Christmas.

Let the love that brings the blessing of peace
Dwell within us this Christmas.

May we share that peace with all people near and far.

Amen
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Having spent some weeks looking 
at the lessons we can learn from 
some of the Old Testament kings.  

We are starting to look towards 
Christmas ! 

As you may have seen the Bible 

Society have been distributing 
small booklets of Bible Stories 
called “The Christmas Poem” via 
various magazines. If you have a 
spare copy, please pass it on to 
the Powerhouse leaders.

The Christmas Story
by Randy Smith

‘Twas the night before Christmas 
And there’s lots of other stories too. 

We hear of these every year. 
Frosty and Rudolph just to name two. 

 
But the real Christmas story 

Is the birth of the baby, Jesus. 
Born in Bethlehem one night 

In a manger was God’s gift to us. 
 

Jesus birth was just the start 
Of what God had in store for each man. 

Giving us eternal life. 
This was all part of God’s gracious plan. 

 
As we celebrate this year, 

Remembering both God and His gift. 
The things that He gave to us 

Should give our spirits an extra lift. 
 

Have you accepted God’s gift? 
If not, then what are you waiting for? 

Give your heart to God this night 
And He will bless you with so much more.

Powerhouse / Sunday YF 
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Ingredients

Muffins
135g FAIRTRADE sultanas
135g dried cranberries
50ml FAIRTRADE rum or orange
 juice
360g plain 
5tsp baking powder
1tsp bicarbonate of soda
135g FAIRTRADE demerara sugar
large pinch grated nutmeg
150ml FAIRTRADE orange juice
90ml milk
120g unsalted butter
2 eggs

Topping
2tsp FAIRTRADE demerara sugar
1/2tsp FAIRTRADE ground
 cinnamon

Christmas Muffins

Method
Soak the dried fruit in the rum / orange 
juice overnight.
Pre-heat the oven to 200C (gas mark 
6).
In a large bowl, combine the flour, 
baking powder, bicarb and sugar. Grate 
over some nutmeg.
Mix the orange juice and milk in a 
measuring jug.
Melt and add the butter and the eggs, 
and beat to combine. Pour the liquid 
ingredients into the bowl and stir to 
mix.
Fold in the dried fruit.
Pour the mixture into the cases. Mix 
the topping ingredients and sprinkle on 
top.
Bake for 20 minutes. Serve warm or 
cooled.

This recipe is for muffins suitable for Christmas morning breakfast. It was inspired 
by a muffin recipe from “How to be a domestic goddess” by Nigella Lawson.
Makes 12 normal sized muns.
Special equipment: 12-place muffin tray; 12 normal-sized muffin cases.
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Across
1 Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6) 
4 ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and 

spreads them out like a tent to live in’ (Isaiah 
40:22) (6) 

7 What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it 
returned to Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:11) (4) 

8 Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8) 
9 Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind 

prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah 52:11) (8) 
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3) 
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the 

Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite (Job 2:11; 
16:2) (4,9) 

17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) 
(1,1,1)

19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4) 
24 Able dock (anag.) (8) 
25 The number of stones David chose for his 

confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (4) 
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6) 
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)

 
 
 
Across 
 
1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  
4  ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a 
tent to live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)  
7  What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noah’s ark 
(Genesis 8:11) (4)  
8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  
9  Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon 
(Jeremiah 52:11) (8)  
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)  

Down
1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4) 
2 Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9) 
3 ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of 

me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5) 
4 A group assisting in the governance of the Roman 

Catholic Church (5) 
5 One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them 

on their second journey to Egypt (Genesis 43:11) 
(4) 

6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop 
doubting and believe’ (John 20:27) (3,2) 

10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5) 
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son 

of man that you care for him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3) 
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5) 
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9) 
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4) 
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-

Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4) 
18 Narnia’s Lion (5) 
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would 

have preferred to wash (2 Kings 5:12) (5) 
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside 

people (Mark 7:22) (5) 
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George 

(1,1,1,1) 
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4)
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ACROSS: 1, Depend. 4, Canopy. 7, Beak. 8, Irritate. 9, Zedekiah. 13, 
Ate. 16, Job’s comforter. 17, NAE. 19, Lang Syne. 24, Blockade. 25, 
Five. 26, Enigma. 27, Drench.  
 
DOWN: 1, Debt. 2, Peaceable. 3, Drink. 4, Curia. 5, Nuts. 6, Put it. 10, 
Excel. 11, Is man. 12, Hoofs. 13, Attention. 14, Ezra. 15, Ijon. 18, Aslan. 
20, Abana. 21, Greed. 22, GCMG. 23, Leah.	  
	  

ACROSS: 1, Depend. 4, Canopy. 7, Beak. 8, Irritate. 9, Zedekiah. 13, Ate. 16, Job’s comforter. 
17, NAE. 19, Lang Syne. 24, Blockade. 25, Five. 26, Enigma. 27, Drench. 

DOWN: 1, Debt. 2, Peaceable. 3, Drink. 4, Curia. 5, Nuts. 6, Put it. 10, Excel. 11, Is man. 
12, Hoofs. 13, Attention. 14, Ezra. 15, Ijon. 18, Aslan. 20, Abana. 21, Greed. 22, GCMG. 23, 
Leah.



ALL ENQUIRIES TO MRS CHRISTINE WAKEFIELD

Troqueer Parish Church 
Flower Roster 2015/16

We are fortunate at Troqueer with the people willing to supply flowers each Sunday. 
The Pastoral Team feel this act could be furthered to share a blessing with the whole 
church.

If you put flowers in the church and have someone to give them to, continue doing 
this; alternatively, if you would like the minister to suggest the name of someone to 
receive your flowers, ask him after the morning service.

Names are always welcome for the Reserve List. Please contact the Flower Convener, 
Mrs Christine W, tel. if you would like your name put on the list.

2 Corinthians 4:13-15

Dec 6th Mrs Helen T
 13th Mrs Vanda M
 20th Mrs Anne D
 27th Mrs Margaret M

Jan 3rd Mrs Alice G
 10th Mrs Anna M
 17th Mrs Joan M
 24th Mrs Sandra B
 31st Mrs Lisa R

Feb 7th Mrs Amanda A
 14th Mrs Nancy H
 21st Mrs Barbara W
 28th Mrs Margaret W
 
Mar 6th Mrs Pat R
 13th Mrs Anne D
 20th Mrs Laura I
 27th Mrs Fiona P

PLEASE PASS THE CHURCH KEY TO
THE NEXT ON THE LIST


